O [EMVA ADYENTURE

STARRING: BEN [ANCHIN, BEN GREEN, JSHLEA GORDON,
JESS EATON § RYAN POTTER

13TH - 24TH OCTOBER 2011

n the 13th October 2011, five intrepid explorers from The Sutton Academy :
took the trip of a lifetime to Kenya. After a gruelling 24 hours of travel the team e | -
arrived at Camp Tsavo, located in the Rukinga Nature Reserve. The Ranch is set
between the two Kenyan National Parks, East and West Tsavo. The diversity of
wildlife in the area is huge and immediately the group was confronted by
Baboons, Gazelles and Giraffes. Over the course of the next two weeks the
group would see a lot more species of animals as well as visiting some amazing
locations and meeting some very interesting people.

‘|t'or|ng within the ranch. This entailed going out

into the bush on a safari, locating animals, taking

sir GPS location and logging the animals details

. (sex, age, health). Whilst monitoring the group
" managed to see many different species including
hyenas, ostriches, kudus, vultures, eagles,

elephants and elands.

A gentleman called Octavian came to camp to teach us

how to make elephant dung paper. This is made to give local ﬂﬂmp@]myﬁ@wg
people a reason to like elephants and to therefore reduce The group had a four day visit to a local community school called Sasenyi.
poaching. The ‘poo paper” is produced by boiling the poo, Sasenyi is a primary school for ages 11-22 boys and girls. Classes are taught
straining and washing the poo, mixing the poo with glue, by ability rather than age, so within one class you could have older pupils
setting it and drying it in the sun for 24 hours. Ben and Jess with younger. At the school lessons are very similar to ours with pupils
both suffered with poo in their eyes which didn’t go down learning about Science, Maths and P.E.. All pupils must speak English at all
well! The finished articles look similar to card with little twigs times in school unless they are having a Swahili lesson. Class sizes can range
in it. Octavian uses the paper to make diaries, greetings from 60 to 90 in the school and there is a lack of appropriate classrooms.
cards, book marks and also paintings. The school uniform is grey shorts or skirt with a pink shirt, although this isn’t
worn by all pupils due to many being too poor to afford it. The school tries to
feed every pupil once a day. Two days before we arrived at Sasenyi all the
children’s food had been stolen out of the store. This meant that many of the

children did not eat for 4-5 days.
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due to lack of energy to make the journey.
Pupils travelled from miles around to come to
7 e L | the school. Some children walked upto4
= A hours to arrive at school, some leaving as
i S R -~ early as 4am. Even though many of these
il i children had nothing (many not even shoes)
i 1 3 1 they were still high spirited, ambitious, warm,
1 welcoming, fun and eager to interact with the
I group. Whilst there the group managed to
I build the first 5 brick courses for a brand new
I classroom. This, in the words of the head
teacher was the Sutton Academy group laying
the foundations for the future education of
I the community.
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